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NOTE. 

As to Agglutination. 

My essay on 'Agglutination and Adaptation' which appeared 
some months ago in the pages of this Journal 1 had the honor of 
being reviewed by Professor V. Henry in the Revue Critique. 2 
He gave my article some adverse criticism in regard to details, 
and some that was favorable, and was everywhere kindly in tone. 
He made a criticism of a general nature, however, of my conten- 
tion that the Aryan language must have been a simple language 
if the Aryans were a primitive people, instancing the complexity 
of Algonquin compared, say, with English. He also insisted that 
all glottogonic theories must remain undemonstrated because 
they were incapable of documentation. 

Now, if I were to prepare a table of verb and noun inflexions 
as produced by agglutination, this table must perforce remain 
identical in almost every point with just such paradigms as Brug- 
mann, say, or Professor Henry himself would offer. The point 
of my paper was not to question what I will call the facts of 
Aryan linguistics as developed in the last few lustrums, but the 
interpretation of the facts. In offering my tables of paradigms, 
however, I should believe that the primitive Aryan, or the Aryan 
just before the breaking-up of the original tribe, possessed no con- 
sciousness, say, of three instrumentals in a (e), bhi and mi respec- 
tively, but appended these demonstrative words to stems to 
indicate various possible relations, but in the case of bhi and mi 
relations apparently personal. The gist of my paper was to 
affirm that the primitive Aryans indicated person in their nouns 
and gender in their verbs by the attachment of demonstrative 
stems, as indeed we do ourselves in the latter case if we were to 
write what we think, he-loves she-loves. Starting from the 
almost demonstrable identity of the vocative and imperative, I 
showed that we could unite verb and noun-inflexion by assuming 

1 XV 409-42 ; XVI 1-27. 2 Dec. 23, 1895, 469-71. 
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that in a paratactic stage of syntax two action-nouns could by the 
addition of pronominal determinants be made to play the func- 
tions of noun and verb in a great variety of relations. 

After developing for myself the conception of person in the 
noun, I found what seemed to me traces of this in Hebrew, in 
which language the variation of the verb for gender is also well 
known. 

With this by way of preface, I venture to lay before readers of 
the Journal some paradigms of the Nama language gathered from 
an essay entitled ' De l'Article,' by de la Grasserie. 1 

Substantif Masculin. 

i re personne. 

Sing, au-ta 'homme-moi'; accusatif: ante. 

Du. au-kkum ' homme-nous-deux ' ; " au-khum-a. 

Plur. au-gye 'hommes-nous'; " au-gye. 

2' personne. 

Sing, au-ts 'homme-toi.' 
Du. au-kho ' hommes-vous.' 
Plur. au-go 'hommes-vous.' 

3 e personne. 

Sing, au-b ' homme-lui ' ; accus. au-b-a. 

Du. au-kha ' hommes-eux-deux.' 

Plur. au-gu ' hommes-eux ' ; accus. au-gu-gu. 

I might add here paradigms of feminine, and of common nouns, 
but this is sufficient to show that great complexity is compatible 
with great simplicity. If all the above suffixes are of plain pro- 
nominal origin, as de la Grasserie claims, absolute simplicity 
reigns until the consciousness of the pronominal origin is lost. 
Here we have thirteen separate forms to indicate the three per- 
sons, three numbers and two cases of a masculine noun, a feminine 
noun furnishes fifteen more, while the common noun furnishes 
still others. Now if this language be conceived to give up the 
characterization of 'person' for its noun and extend its case 
relations, it would have a number of disused person-forms to con- 
vert into case-forms. 

1 Memoires de la Societe de Linguistique, IX 308 sq. 
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What I claimed in my essay was the conjugation of the noun 
and the declension of the verb. These conclusions are also 
reached by de la Grasserie, from whom I quote as follows t 1 

" Nous avons peine a sortir des idees 6troites qui nous ont 6t6 
inculqu6es par les grammaires empiriques de nos langues clas- 
siques indo-europ6ennes. Ce ph6nom&ne, au fond si simple, mais 
si nouveau pour nous, de la conjugaison des substantifs nous a 
6te reVele 1 par des langues eloigners sous la forme possessive, et 
sous la forme predicative on ne le trouve nettement que dans le 
Nama. De mSme, l'article ne nous semble pas devoir sortir du 
substantif. Cependant, quand on a bien constat^ son origine 
pronominale, on n'a pas de peine a d^couvrir qu'il accompagne 
aussi le verbe predicativement, que c'est m6me la un fait presque 
universel; c'est lui qui le conjugue. Presque partout, le pronom 
personnel des trois personnes se prSfixe ou se suffixe au verbe 
d'une maniSre pl€onastique, puisque le substantif sujet est exprime' 
par ailleurs; n'est ce pas bien la le caractSre de l'article? Dans 
8i8a>-iu, 81&CD-S, dl8a>-<ri, les trois pronoms suffixes, celui de la 3" per- 
sonne d'une manure plus apparente, sont de v6ritables articles." 

Thus it will be seen that a wide survey of savage tongues has 
led de la Grasserie to the same inductions I had previously made, 
working from the primitive Aryan bases furnished us by the com- 
parison of the derived languages. I claim that, when living 
languages furnish us with person-endings for nouns as well as for 
verbs, an Aryan Instrumental in -mi runs a strong chance of 
being identical in origin with the 1st sg. -mi, and all the stronger 
chance when Aryan thematic nouns have an Instrumental in -o to 
match the 1st sg. -0. My essay showed how many such corre- 
spondences existed between verb and noun endings, and when a 
savage language shows in fact the phenomenon of person-endings 
attached to a noun, my suggestion that such correspondences in 
Aryan showed identity of origin of verb and noun endings can no 
longer be called glottogonic. No, what the prevailing grammat- 
ical school has done is to establish an empiric Aryan grammar, 
and though this empiric grammar sheds light upon the surviving 
Aryan languages, showing us the causes of their grammatical 
structure, there still remains the right to search for the cause of 
the grammatical structure of the Aryan language itself. This 
latter inquiry may be objective, by instituting a comparison with 

1 lb. 381. 
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savage and other languages, but will certainly have its subjective 
side also — and this is glottogonic. 

The Hottentots who speak the Nama language are a savage 
people, but so were the Aryans, we must admit. The summary 
description of the Hottentots in the Encyclopedia Britannica 
sets forth a stage of civilization substantially like what we find 
described in the synopsis of Schrader's Sprachvergleichung und 
Urgeschichte, furnished us by the Introduction to Clark's Manual 
of Linguistics. The conjugation of the Hottentot noun for which 
de la Grasserie has furnished documentary evidence constitutes a 
sort of warrant for the conjugation of the Aryan noun as suggested 
in my essay on ' Agglutination and Adaptation.' 

Washington and Lbk University, EDWIN W. FAY. 

Lexington, Va„ Oct, 13. 



